Tuberculosis and National Health

of living, but to the intensive measures which have been carried
out during recent years with a view to promoting prevention and
to securing adequate treatment for those suffering from the disease.
One rather disturbing feature of this decline, however, is that
it is not equally pronounced in all the age groups in which the
incidence of the disease is most marked. In the young adult
female group arrest in the fall of the death-rate during the period
1901-1929 has taken place, which is shown in the following
table.

Percentage decline in Mortality from Pulmonary Tuberculosis per 100,000 living at
Each Age in Females
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The reason for this check in the fall in the death/rate at this
period of life has not so far been accurately determined, but there
are obviously several factors responsible and these are more fully
considered in a subsequent chapter.
The most encouraging feature of the fall in the death-rate from
tuberculosis since the commencement of the present century is
the striking decline which is greater than at any other period in
life in the rate under the age of five years. This feature is referred
to in the report of an investigation by Dorothy Dow and Lloyd
whose figures are quoted in this section. During the years 1898
to 1927 the mortality-rates from tuberculosis in England and
Wales have declined by 75 per cent in children up to five years,
67 per cent in children between one and five years, 47 per cent
in children between five and ten years, and 3 5 per cent in children
between ten and fifteen years. The decline in the death-rate from
various forms of tuberculosis under the age of five years for the
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